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Conclusions 
 

Summary of Findings 
The Pedestrian Cork Survey 2020 was a community-led effort to understand how people feel 

when walking in Cork, in order to identify the enablers and barriers to walkability in the City 

and County. We adopted a broad definition of walking and pedestrian experiences 

incorporating the perspective of vulnerable road users such as families with children, older 

people and people with mobility limitations.  

While we had a heterogeneous group of respondents, the majority of participants were aged 

<50 years old, living in the City and with no mobility limitations. Around 30% of participants 

reported having children. People in our sample were overall active in terms of frequency of 

walking, although more for leisure than utility. We also noted some variations based on 

participants’ age and urbanity of place of residence.  

Ratings of neighbourhood walkability (Section 3) revealed overall positive experiences in 

terms of access to high-quality places to walk, however, people living in rural areas reported 

more issues with accessing public transport, and those living in urban areas reported limited 

access to green spaces. Pavement quality (i.e., obstacles on footpaths, physical hazards and 

cleanliness) and perceived safety from vehicular traffic received very low ratings overall, with 

the lowest in the most rural and most urbanised areas. 

Descriptions of enablers for walkability in 

outdoor places in Cork City and County 

(independent of where people live) showed 

consistently that our respondents valued spaces 

where they can be in contact with nature, walk 

safely away from traffic or hazards, and that 

they access with ease.  

In the City, some participants preferred the 

quietness, fresh air and scenery of green spaces 

(e.g., Fitzgerald’s Park, Ballincollig Regional Park) and/or blue spaces, including the river (Cork 

Marina), the Lough and the sea (Old Railway Line Blackrock to Passage); on the other hand, 

some participants reported positively on the “buzz” and “vibe” of the City Centre streets when 

walking in Cork, where social interactions and leisure amenities can be accessed, especially in 

areas around St. Patrick’s Street, Grand Parade, Oliver Plunkett Street, and Emmett Place; 

however, these City Centre locations were preferred mainly if/when pedestrianised. In line 

with this, participants who described barriers to walkability complained in particular about 

the City Centre due to high volumes of motor traffic, and reduced accessibility in places where 

the footpaths are narrow/absent/uneven or are blocked by illegally parked cars or other 

obstacles, reporting issues of crowding, physical hazard, and noise. Another barrier to 

walkability that emerged in our survey was littering and dog fouling in the City, which put 

some of our participants off using certain areas for walking.  
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Cork County locations received fewer mentions than the City, probably due to the low 

response rate from people outside the City, as well as the possibility that our respondents 

predominantly walk in the City. Nonetheless, County ratings were in line with City ratings with 

regards to highlighting the need to access walking infrastructure that enables people to walk 

away from the risks, noise and air pollution associated with cars, and to avoid physical hazards 

(i.e., presence of continuous, high-quality footpaths with no street clutter). When describing 

places where they like walking in the County, people once again reported green or coastal 

areas, that offered beauty, clean air and walking paths; conversely, barriers to walkability 

outside the City were mainly associated with having to walk on roads with no footpaths, or 

footpaths with hazardous surfaces or obstacles.  

When we looked at the descriptions made by 

vulnerable subgroups, we found that 

presence/absence of motor traffic and accessibility 

were crucial factor influencing the experience of 

walking for families with small children, and 

green/blue spaces both in the City and County were 

described as Child Friendly Places. Nature was also an 

important enabler of walkability for older people and 

people with reduced mobility; on the other hand, poor 

accessibility, related to quality of footpaths and 

crossing points on roads, was the most important 

barrier for these two groups.  

Throughout the rich and complex descriptions 

provided by our participants about their pedestrian 

experiences in Cork, it is quite evident that 

accessibility and safety from traffic were considered 

paramount enablers.  
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Moving forward and lessons learned 
The locations identified in the survey have helped us to identify walkability hotspots but also 

areas that may need improvement in terms of accessibility, design or enforcement of illegal 

parking. Pedestrian Cork will use this information to guide future public consultation 

submissions, centred on promoting a more people-friendly, liveable public realm in Cork; this 

is particularly so for the upcoming Cork City 

Development Plan 2022-2028. Furthermore, an 

online map of locations that highlights enablers 

and barriers to walkability is being developed 

by the Group and will be made available on our 

website for public use.  

Few observations about this research should be 

taken into account. This report was completed 

after some Covid-19-related pedestrianisation 

measures were implemented in Cork City to 

address social distancing; we are pleased to note that some of the areas involved in the 

temporary pedestrianisation process were those highlighted in the survey as having the 

potential to support walkability if closed to motor traffic (e.g., Cork Marina). This is also 

reflected in some responses, which were collected during the lockdown, that pointed out the 

need for a public realm that facilitates safe physical distancing for people walking, especially 

in relation to width and quality footpaths. The Pedestrian Cork group intend to make use of 

these insights when liaising with local authorities to promote the creation of enjoyable and 

sustainable outdoor communities in Cork.  

The survey had a considerable uptake, with 1,219 people answering it in part or in full; 

however, as noted in our summary of findings, our respondents were mostly young, based in 

urban areas, and with no mobility issues. Therefore, the insights that emerged in the survey, 

although rich and varied, would be further enriched by having a larger representation of older 

people, people with reduced mobility as well as more people living outside the City. While we 

had initially planned to integrate the online data collection with in-person interviews with 

various groups in the City and County, the lockdown measures introduced just after the 

launch of the survey prevented us from collecting data in person, thus limiting our reach 

beyond online platforms. It is our hope that future iterations of the survey will include a larger 

representation of the groups noted above to have a more comprehensive view on walkability 

both in the City and County. Also, 40% of respondents did not provide demographic 

information, meaning that their profile is not clear; this is a reoccurring issue with online 

survey, further warranting the need to integrate online and in-person data collection.  

https://www.corkcity.ie/en/cork-city-development-plan/proposed-cork-city-development-plan-2022-2028/
https://www.corkcity.ie/en/cork-city-development-plan/proposed-cork-city-development-plan-2022-2028/
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Considering the design of the survey, one strength 

lies on the fact that we collected perceptions of 

walkability both in the neighbourhood of residence 

and in outdoor areas beyond the neighbourhood. 

However, post-data collection we realised that the 

survey did not include a measure to tease out 

whether the outdoor places described by our 

participants were actually in their neighbourhood 

or not. Also, for reasons of confidentiality, we only 

asked participants to indicate the level of urbanity 

of their place of residence rather than name where 

they lived; however, this limited our ability to capture where our respondents reside in Cork 

and how far they might be from the outdoor places that they rated. Lastly, while we asked 

multiple questions about frequency of walking, some of these may be improved by more in-

depth questions to capture multi-modality and linked trips (e.g., walking to public transport, 

walking to Bike Share Scheme), particularly for participants with children. All these aspects 

will improve the quality of future iterations of the survey and the ability to extrapolate 

meaningful information.  

To our knowledge, the Pedestrian Cork Survey 2020 is one of the first efforts to understand 

pedestrian experiences in Cork from the perspective of the most vulnerable road users. The 

survey has been an enriching and learning opportunity for the Pedestrian Cork group to 

understand where in Cork walkability is promoted or hindered; acknowledging the willingness 

and ongoing efforts from both local authorities to improve the liveability of Cork, we hope 

that this report will stimulate a conversation to push forward this process of community 

development and enhancement.  
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