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Executive Summary 
 

The Pedestrian Cork Survey 2020 was created by the Pedestrian Cork group in collaboration with 

the School of Applied Psychology, University College Cork, to understand how people feel about 

walking in Cork, gathering the direct experiences of pedestrians (i.e., walking on foot, using a 

wheelchair or other mobility aid, pushing a buggy, etc).  

The survey collected information about the perceived 

walkability of outdoor spaces in Cork City and County, as 

well as ratings of walkability of the neighbourhood of 

residence of our respondents, their walking habits, and 

demographic characteristics.  

The survey was open to all adults aged 18+ who use 

outdoor spaces in Cork (City or County) as pedestrians. 

Data collection took place online between February and 

June 2020.  

This document reports the main findings of the survey:  

● A total of 1,219 people filled-out the survey, either 

in part or in full;  

● Most participants were aged <50 years old, living in 

urban areas. 3% reported having a mobility 

limitation, and around 10% indicated having at 

least one family member with reduced mobility;  

● Respondents were overall frequent walkers, 

although mainly for leisure reason. Walking 

frequency varied by type of walking (leisure vs. 

utility), age and place of residence;  

● A total of 267 participants reported having children; of these, almost 50% reported never 

walking them to school, and less than 20% walking to school every day;  

● Neighbourhood walkability was rated good overall, but road quality (absence of obstacles 

or physical hazards, and cleanliness) received the poorest ratings; safety from road traffic 

was rated the lowest in the most rural and most urbanised areas;  

● Regarding the perceptions of walkability of outdoor spaces, respondents described a total 

of 48 City locations and 105 County locations; however, City locations received more 

mentions than County areas;  

● Overall, described more places where they like walking rather than areas where they do 

not like walking; 

● In the City, Fitzgerald’s Park was the area with the highest number of positive mentions, 

mainly because of the presence of nature and accessibility, both for the overall sample of 

respondents and for people with children, older people and people with reduced 
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mobility; conversely, the City Quays received the highest number of negative ratings for 

walkability, mainly due to the presence of motor traffic;  

● In the County, Kinsale coastal areas received the highest number of positive mentions 

because giving access to nature and space away from 

traffic; on the other hand, Kinsale town streets received 

the highest number of negative mentions due to motor 

traffic and limited accessibility on footpaths; 

● The main characteristics of places that were 

perceived as promoting walkability both in the City and 

County were ease of access to green spaces, safety from 

road traffic and good-quality footpaths that ensure safety 

from physical hazards;  

● While City green areas were valued for walking 

because offering quietness, beauty and good air quality, central areas of the City were 

valued for promoting social interactions and for their cultural/historical value; however, 

City Centre locations were criticised for the significant volumes of motor traffic and 

hazardous conditions on footpaths 

● Walkability enablers in the County included accessibility and access to nature; however, 

lack of footpaths and motor traffic limited the ability to walk safely, especially on country 

roads;  

● Presence of traffic was an important factor for perceived walkability among people with 

children: Over 80% of respondents with children said that they like walking in places 

where they are safe from traffic, whereas 72% don’t like areas with high motor traffic;  

● 92% of people aged 60+ like walking in places that offer contact with nature (green or 

blue spaces), while 49% of them do not like walking where there is motor traffic;  

● Among people with a mobility condition (or with a relative with reduced mobility), 86% 

reported a preference for outdoor spaces that have natural elements, while 65% 

identified poor accessibility as a significant barrier to walkability;  

● There were no significant gender differences in preferences of outdoor places for walking: 

both men and women preferred walking in places that provide contact with nature, safety 

from road traffic and good levels of accessibility.  
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